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The Capgras delusion is a condition in which a person believes that an
imposter has replaced some close friend or relative. Recent theorists have
appealed to Bayesianism to help explain both why a subject with the
Capgras delusion adopts this delusional belief and why it persists despite
counter-evidence. The Bayesian approach is useful for addressing these
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itself beset with numerous difficulties —is best construed by considering
the relevant causal relations as ‘thick’ causal concepts. [ argue that the
fine-grained causal relations that could constitute membership in a
biological population are huge in number and many are manifested by
degree, and thus we can construe population membership as being
defined by massively multidimensional constructs, the differences
between which are largely arbitrary. I end by showing that positions in
two recent debates in theoretical biology depend on a view of biological
populations at odds with the pluralism defended here.
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