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The Change of Chinese Elite Politics

—The process and cause of power succession

institutionalization—

Park, Jeong Soo
Department of Political Science

Graduate School of Sogang University

Abstract

The stable power succession on this 17th CCP(Chinese
Communist Party), after successful 16th CCP, can be explained
very important phenomena to the scholars who have looked into
China. On this structure of socialism likewise China, we can find
line struggle and power succession on account of the systems ;
institutionalization's absence. In addition power succession can
cause the national conflict and social division, of course China has
gotten the evaluation that she can compete with other advanced
nations on economic and cultural fields. But on the field of politics,
China has a number of problems ; Democratization, transparency,
the dictatorship of Communist party and the absence of multi—party

system and so on.



And then [ explain the main causes and phenomena which have
affected the stable power succession in China. Though raising the

question ; how the stable power succession can be in this thesis.

Mostly there are two compatible viewpoints about the power
succession which is the argument.

First this viewpoint, Institutionalization, can be replaced this
power succession in China, is defined through the formal of
informal practice ; control by the law. However that point of view
still overlooks the behind story back of the secret curtain, adapting
the only system of retirement. This point shows the limitation of
institutionalization ; not having the solution about choice of their
leader through power succession has made peacefully with the
compromise and mutual agreement. Likewise these facts still show
the non—-democraticism and the serious political conflict and
division in all the times.

Second, the viewpoint, is the emphasis of informal politics which
have shown in the process of the previous chinese elite politics.
But the point of view has a limitation which can not explain the
changing of this informal political boundary.

Absolutely, in the past times, informal part of politics took a great
role in power succession. It can not affect the process of power
succession. Also it can be changed by the flow of times. That is,
chinese politics had been operated in the bases of the principles ;
-The winner takes 1t all- but after being Mao-ze—-dong, Deng
xiaoping, Jiang zemin, and Hu jintao.

Now, we can have some weak points, which can not make an

explanation for the changing of informal political party in the basis



of factism during those times.

And then, I have dealt with the causes of stable power succession
on this thesis and explained the causes not by the control of a law
and formal or informal practices, but by the causes of their
leader's charisma's absence or the diminishes of their different
opinion among the policy leaders.

And in conclusion, I have analyzed the power succession, between
the weakness of faction and the strength of the collective
leadership, and explained that power succession has been stable in

China like these phenomena.
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