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Abstract

A study on an educational significance of fantasy literature

- with priority given to the tale of heroes -

park se young
Major in Korea Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Sogang Univercity

This study started on the basis of ’fantasy literature’ which finally began to
draw people’s attention after the decline of realism literature, the main stream
of Europe literature in 18/19th centuries, to exam what sort of educational
significance it has for the readers here now.

I considered ’the tale of heroes” good to reveal a realistic fantasy and
educational significance of the fantasy literature from my view embracing
various narrative literature genre as ’fantasy literature’, and carried on the
study under the premises that many activities occurring here include not only
unrealistic things but also realistic things too, on the setting up of ‘fantasy’ as
a spatial concept with its attribute as a ‘fantasy literature’.

In this writing, an observation was done to confirm what ’fantasy’ is, what
differences is there between it and imagination, and what its connection is
with imaginative power by confirming the attribute of ’‘fantasy literature’ And

watched the process of the concepts being formed connecting them to the



narrative structure of a real work of fantasy literature.

The ’fantasy” with its given spatial concept, is a space enables people to
imagine things they experienced limitedly and to materialize things they never
experienced in the real world, and so it will also be possible for the fantasy
writer letting their readers to get a wide framework of thoughts, and letting
them know with the literary device, the ’fantasy’ that human lives are very
kaleidoscopic and such variable lives are still worthwhile to live.

With it, ‘fantasy literature” will help its readers in the process of their in and
out of the real/unreal world by letting them to light up objectively their real
lives in where they are now, and so they could be able to reinforce their
power of critically thinking which is needed to solve problems in the real
world. Another inevitable influence of the fantasy literature is a game-playing
pleasure out of fictitious consciousness.

The characters of the tale of heroes, as the literary material of fantasy
literature, are human or human like gods wunlike those in other fantasy
literature which are goblin, ghost, fairy, disguised alien substance, or something
much more unrealistic things, and that its readers grasp its motif more easily
by sharing the same feeling with the character in the work, and receive and
appreciate it more closely by being immersed in it.

Besides, through a life story of a hero who overcoming hardships, its reader
holding real hardships, would learn the way to live by will for a leap rather
than being discouraged. And in a connection to it, an adventure process of a
hero would have influence on a mental development stage of juveniles
enabling them to establish their identity which is a model of life and which
should be obtained at that period, and it is also expected to be a suitable
learning model in acquiring a model of behavior complying with a social role.

Lastly, with the consideration of the tale of heroes to be a genre for many



literary imagination which are accompanied by its motif, could be enlarged
while approaching to the space with the readers at where the hero in the tale
of heroes arrived, I tried to draw out an educational significance out of the
fantasy literature.

"The fantasy literature’ with such implicative significance, should be studied
practically and actively in the real school sites as a teaching-learning method
in the coming days. For the teaching-learning method, it's required to try
preferentially to inform the students who are interested in comic books, games
and fantasy novels that those things go with our oral literature, tales, and then
try for an education of a different literary attribute through various genre
sublating novel-centered literary education as the materials of ’fantasy
literature’.

The fantasy literature relevant education should exceed the level of just
reading the text and understanding it, teaching the student with hope that they
should grow to be active producers. The significance of the fantasy literature is
that it is a new mythical world of mixture from the beginning of the world to
now, and possible medium of communication which could recover the
severance of cultural tradition of the tradition and the present.

Besides, the students should get rid of dichotomy thought which sort the
reality from fiction, substance from imagination, with realization that the
sorting itself is meaningless which should be broken, intending to have
postmodern view which shaking the order of knowledge.

For such view would occur a solution searching process toward everlasting

intellectual curiosity of the students.
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