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ABSTRACT

Suk Kiyong
Department of Philosophy

Sogang University

The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate the significance and
limitation of Brandom's inferential theory of meaning. Brandom states that the
problem of what content linguistic expressions really have is primarily to be
understood by means of how they are used practically. In this sense, he is
following the line of the linguistic or semantic pragmatism pursuing the great
insight, namely 'meaning as use', suggested by the later Wittgenstein.

The linguistic pragmatism based on 'meaning as use', however, has been
doubted of the possibility of giving the objective meaning systematically for all
linguistic expressions, because of the obscurity of the very notion of 'use' itself.
But, Brandom states confidently that it 1s possible to make the linguistic
pragmatism as more rigorous theory of meaning.

Firstly, Brandom insists that the meaning of a linguistic expression be
explained, not by semantic vocabularies such as 'refer' and 'is true', or purely
naturalistic ones such as those of physics, but by essentially normative ones.
According to him, such a normativity cannot be reduced to the non—normative
things, and 1is instituted only by another normative practices, that is, social
practices. Brandom calls this kind of wunderstanding normativity the
phenomenological approach to norms.

According to Brandom, because norms are given by the individuals who take a
certain stance to them, the question of what the implicit norms behind the
linguistic practices are cannot be brought up independently with the question of

what it is that the individuals endorse them through the specific practices. That



is to say that for someone to use a certain linguistic expression, he should be in
a certain normative state to be able to decide whether his use is correct or not
for himself, and such a normative state is instituted by the normative attitudes of
the individuals who participate in conversation with him and then, acknowledge
or attribute that state.

Then, what is the crucial link between the phenomenology of normativity and
the specific meaning of linguistic expressions? According to Brandom, for social
practices which is the ultimate source of the normativity to be understood as, so
called, discursive practices concerning the production and consumption of the
specific propositional contents, a proper apparatus should be provided
necessarily. Brandom insists that such a propositional contentfulness be explained
explicitly, not by the traditional semantic notion of representational relation
between the language and the world, but by the concept of 'inference' (in other
words, the process of giving and asking for reasons) and inferential relations
between linguistic expressions. Therefore, Brandom's main task is to provide the
specific model of inferentially articulated discursive social practices of giving and
asking for reasons which is enough to give propositional contents to the states,
attitudes, performances and expressions in our social practices. In this regard,
Brandom suggests the model of deontic scorekeeping.

Thus, the first task of this investigation is to examine how can Brandom's
inferential theory of meaning be constructed systematically and successfully out
of his fundamental notions such as 'mormativity', 'social practice' and 'inferential
articulation'.

The following task is to try to answer the question if Brandom's inferential
theory of meaning can explain effectively some problems, such as the
compositionality of linguistic expressions, the relation between the language and
the world, the possibility of communication between individuals who have

different background beliefs, and the problem of giving objective meanings for

_Vi_



the linguistic expressions, which have been discussed as significant and even
fundamental by many theorists in semantics. Indeed, It seems that all of these
problems stem out of the following fundamental question: Does the
phenomenological approach to norms really give assurance to the objectivity of
norms?

Basically, Brandom's solution is to elucidate the representational dimension of
a concept in the framework of broadly inferential theory of meaning and make
good use of it for those problems. Although the notion of representation does
not play any part at the starting point in the construction of the theory of
meaning, he admits that the notion should never be abandoned at all in the
theory of meaning, per se. Brandom tries to secure the objectivity of norms and,
thereof, secure the objectivity of the linguistic meaning by means of the
explanatory power of phenomenology of normativity and the notion of the
inferential articulations. And my examination shows that how far his solution can
be successful.

In chapter I, I discussed the linguistic pragmatism as regards its basic claim
that the use of linguistic expressions is far more important and fundamental than
the representational property, and suggested consequently the reason why the
correct theory of meaning should pursue the line of the linguistic pragmatism
rather than representational theory of meaning.

In chapter I, I tried to outline an overall picture of Brandom's inferential
theory of meaning in the following two ways. One is to place the position his
theory really occupies in the contemporary philosophical landscape by showing
contrasts between his strategic choices and opposing ones. The other is to trace
back to the origin of Brandom's inferential theory of meaning in the early
modern philosophy, especially philosophy of continental rationalists, Kant and
Hegel.

In chapter I, I proceeded to grasp and present the core structure of

- vii -



Brandom's inferential theory of meaning, basing my discussion on his three main
notions like 'mormativity', 'social practice' and 'inferential articulation', and I also
present my evaluation of his theoretical construct concerning the normative fine
structure of rationality.

In chapter IV, I examined Brandom's solutions for the important problems as
mentioned above, and evaluated the explanatory powers of his solutions for
those problems. Finally, on the basis of investigations so far, I concluded that
Brandom's inferential theory of meaning has a better systematic structure as a
theory among various approaches in the linguistic pragmatism, but that I have to
reserve my subscription to his claim that the objectivity of meaning can be

secured through his inferential theory of meaning.
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Z237] ool 2] s wEaH FEF9 ofu] o2 ulg FA3 o|2H AL AlFEL U7
mizol, Al 3FlA & o AA8] oA d Aol
24) “g 9] u|E Qths AL IEd HE Fol o' F9rt Fo] Hal ofE F9It ARl HeA
£ o}= Aolt}.” (R. Carnap, Meaning & Necessity, p. 10, Platt, op. cit. p. 3914 AAL)
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