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Abstract

The Dynamic Relationship between Faith and Conversion

in James Fowler’s Faith Development Theory

Kim, Teresa

Dept. of Theology

Graduate School of Theology
Sogang University

We studied the dynamic relationship between faith and conversion in James
Fowler's Faith Development Theory. In doing this, we clarified the role of
religious education in helping people to find their vocation and to lead a
mature faith life.

We first studied how the Faith Development Theory came into a shape.
The distinctive notion of Fowler's 'faith’ is clarified against the background
notion of ’faith’ from Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Paul Tillich, Richard H.
Niebuhr.

Next, we studied how the developmental theories of Jean Piaget, Lawrence
Kohlberg, Erik Erikson provided James Fowler to construct his Theory.

Lastly, we analysed the dynamic relationship between faith and conversion:
its forming and meaning, its progressive spiral connection, etc. Since the
conversion moment 1s closely related to life crisis, we try to relate it to

identity formation process.
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115) V. Bailely Gillespie, Zhe Dynamics of Religious Conversion, 1991, p. 21.
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o WA o= “FEolZttt’E own|eta v o] Al WA ®lTh ¢ AlE 51:3, “FH Y E0]
FAA R Eol Qglolt)” B o] woel shubhe ToFol 1,009 o] el ey
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3lth(a turning around),” 2971 19227, 5) “Y& F2=olA HE3}7](to return in the course
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AR Zol7}7|(to return to God)” ZEAlo} 6:10)YH(V. Bailely Gillespie, 7Zhe Dynamics of
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g gk Mebwolol: WATS vheo WRE TFW A4 F, AA W=, 3
C:

SHEA & ARFANA ThE PR WEHE ouein, @ Ago] LelaEmy

rlr
2
)
o
jui
2
)
rlr
poy
k=
rlr
ey
tohy
Ll
i
Au)
=
O,

%
fo
12
ol
gﬂ
toby
jubad
flo
2
o
x
N

118) ¥19 A, p. 23

119) Aokl o= AFELS A A MES Azt 2 AAES “TA] Blojyth(born
again)”, “Y2FE Yth(born from above)”, “&te] A Z-&(newness of life)”, “Le] 2% <o
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