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Study on the Effectiveness of Women Leadership of Korean Women
Politicians
- A Comparative Analysis on Political Leadership of Congresswomen
Myeong-sook Han and Geun-hye Park

Although past discussions on leadership generally focused on men
leaders and their characteristics and experiences, recently, there have been
increasing number of theories on leadership that take gender issues into
consideration, appropriately answering to changing times. This is, in fact, an
expression of demand for a new form of effective leadership that can suitably
meet the changes of the era. Lately, there has been significant increase in
studies claiming the effectiveness of women leadership, and these studies
reveal that women leaders possess the tendency to create environments
thatinduce pride, devotion to organization, efficient communication and
cooperation among their organizing members. In other words, in comparison
to men, women leaders show stronger participatory, democratic and thoughtful
dispositions, which in turn suggest that they can demonstrate greater validity
in modern organizational society when such dispositions are combined with
reformative leadership characteristics.

Korean politics have functioned as a means for maintaining power rather
than providing service to the people, resulting in negative Korean-style political
phenomena such as politics based on strength and domination. However,
Korea has now reached a point in time that demands for reformative
leadership able to realize everyday life politics while pursuing quality of life,
and able to manage the country through arbitration and persuasion rather than
disproportionate development. In particular, increased interest regarding
women's advancement in politics and administrations fields considered to be
taboo for women for a long time has resulted in greater interest in women
leadership.



Therefore the purpose of this study is first to prove the effectiveness of
women leadership within connective relationship of reformative leadership,
which is presented as women's leadership type. This will be realized through
theory and practical research on women leadership. Second, in relation to
political leadership, this paper searches for methods of analyzing and
evaluating temperament and competence required in a political leader, and
also for theoretical basis of political leadership as policy implementation entity.
Third, this study searches for, and makes comparative analysis of potential
group of future women political leaders through gender ratio and present
conditions in political and administrative fields.

The 17th National Assembly saw the birth of 40 women members, which
is double the number of any previous national assemblies. This makes it
difficult to make a comparative analysis of all women political leaders.
Therefore this paper selected and carried out comparative analysis of two
prominent women members of the National Assembly Myeong-sook Han and
Geun-hae Park both of whom presently belong to leader ranks in the ruling
and majority opposition party, and examines their similarities and differences.

First, looking into their similarities, with regard to contradicting
expectations between theirroles as women politicians who are extreme
minority in men-centered political arena, and as leaders of their respective
parties, the two congresswomen responded by taking advantage of their
outward feminine image. Inwardly, they both possess strong political visions,
drive, decisiveness and other characteristics considered to be masculine traits
in the past. However, they influenced their followers with images and actions
that make the best of their maternal qualities and gentler aspects as women.
Also both leaders give weight to rational compromises as 'politicians who
compete through policies not quarrels’, and as 'leaders who regulate conflicts
without regard to splinter groups.'

The major dissimilarity between the two women is that their political
authority is fundamentally different due to differences in their backgrounds and



the route that brought them into the political arena. Having devoted her life to
feminist campaigns and struggles for democratization during the past 30
years, Myeong-sook Han possesses moral justification and inner authority. In
contrast, Geun-hae Park was elected through the influence of her father, the
former President of Korea, and enjoys public popularity thanks to the image
people have of her parents. This also presents negative aspects that make it
difficult for her to escape from the shadows of her father's authoritarian and
patriarchal leadership, but her sense of responsibility gained through her
experiences in operations of state affairs as the First Lady (after the death of
her mother) is presently materializing as her inner authority.

Among various concepts of leadership examined in this study, several
common factors were compounded and studied in relation to women. They
can be summarized into following three factors.

First, leadership is related to the situation of the organization that the
leader belongs to. Since leadership is manifested during the process of
carrying out actions based on the goals of the organization or group, it would
be more effective to present leadership opportunities to women for situations
where women leadership can be achieved more easily. In other words, people
have become tired of political dissension and competition, and authoritarian
and men-centered political culture. They called for changes in political
leadership. Such demands created situations, which needed qualities of
flexibility and harmony considered to be feminine traits to be activated as
alternative leadership. This in turn allowed for display of women leadership,
and brought positive results.

Second is the relationship between the leader and his/her members.
Leaders must be able to influence the actions of their followers based on the
overall goal of the organization or group that they are leading, and their own
authority. Therefore the logic that women who have the quality to bring out the
compliance of their followers can develop not only as leaders of local
communities but of the country as well, is quite sound. Myeong-sook Han and



Geun-hae Park may display differences in political reserve process, but
because both posses inner authority and charisma that gain compliance from
their followers, they could sufficiently exercise their influence.

Third, the strong correlation between reformative leadership, which has
recently gained attention as the new leadership style highly appropriate to
organizational society, and feminine characteristics demonstrate that their
validity can be strong in political areas as well.

In present situation where there is not enough historical, situational and
environmental studies on leadership or macroscopic and perspective studies
on Korean political phenomena characterized by political leadership, and other
comparative studies on leadership, it is not an easy effort to scientifically
define explain, analyze, compare and evaluate women's political leadership.
However, if the characteristics of women's reformative leadership can be
demonstrated, and evidences proving the validity of such characteristics can
be presented in the arena of politics where women's advancement is more
lacking than any other field, it will lead to construction of social and systematic
environment inducing greater participation by women, and expand their
effectiveness in politics as well.
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